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In this paper, I describe a general pattern of fallibilist reasoning in light of the influential heuristics and 

biases approach to cognition (cf. Kahneman 2011; Thaler and Sunstein 2008) and suggest that this 

reasoning is methodologically dubious because it involves a vicious circularity. I apply this analysis of 

fallibilist reasoning to ordinary language philosophers such as Moore (1939), Austin (1946), 

Wittgenstein (1969) and Chisholm (1982).  
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