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    12th Asixoxe (Let’s Talk!) Conference  
on African Philosophy 

 
 Understanding Decolonisation  

and the Return of African Cultural Heritage 
 

Hybrid format, 23rd – 24th June 2025  
 

Department of Political Philosophy of the Institute of Philosophy of the Czech Academy 
of Sciences (Prague) and Centre of African Philosophy, University of Bayreuth 

(Germany) 
 
 
 

Monday, 23rd June 2025 
Venue:  Akademické konferenční centrum (AKC) 

Husova 4a, 110 00 Praha 1 

 
14:00-14:30 Online connection and welcome 
 
14:30-14:45 Opening address 
 
14:45- 15:45  Keynote lecture 
 

Ubuntu as an African path to social sustainability.   
Rianna Oelofsen, University of Fort Hare, South Africa.     

 
15:45-16:00 Coffee break 
 
16:00- 17:00 Panel 1:  Literature, culture, and metaphysics of return    
  

The myth of the marvellous to free the mind: Afro-surrealism in Swahili 
literature as a strategy for decolonisation.    
Cristina Nicolini, University of Turin, Turin. (Online) 
 
Metaphysics of return as consolidation of contradictions: A Transcolonial 
awakening. 
Uche Miriam Nwafor and Anthony C. Ajah, University of Nigeria Nsukka, 
Nigeria. (Online). 
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17:00-19:00 Dinner Break  
 
19:00-  Film screening 

 
Title: Philosophical Journey: DRC. 
Language: French/Czech subtitles. 

  Venue: Kino Atlas, 4, Ke Štvanici 371, Praha 8. 

  
Tuesday, 24th June 2025 
Venue:  Akademické konferenční centrum (AKC) 

Husova 4a, 110 00 Praha 1 
 
09:00-09:15 Online connection and welcome 
 
09:15-10:15 Keynote lecture 

Metaphysics of return in digitality: An African discourse.   
  Claudia Favarato, Humboldt Fellow/University of Bayreuth, Germany.      
 
10:15-10:30 Coffee break 
 
10:30-12:30 Panel 2: Cultural traditions and modernity   
 

African philosophy in Japan and the importance of comparative 
philosophy.     
Tetsuya Kono, Rikkyo University, Japan.      
 
Revisiting the nature and the extent of African cultural heritage.    
Peter Oni, University of Lagos, Nigeria.   
 
Tracing notions of the nonhuman in precolonial African thought.  
Alena Rettová, University of Bayreuth, Germany.   
 
 

12:30-14:00 Lunch 
 
14:00-15:30 Panel 3: Aesthetics, ethics, and cultural legacy.   

 
Reclaiming aesthetics: African and Afro-diasporic philosophies of arts and 
cultural expression.   
Kole Odutole, University of Florida, USA.   
 
One-child ethics in the paradigm of postcolonialism: Identifying problems.   
Jan Greguš, Masaryk University, Brno, Czech Republic.  
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(Re)thinking the return of African cultural stolen legacy. 
Albert Kasanda, Institute of Philosophy, Czech Academy of Sciences, Prague.  

 
15:30-16:00 Coffee break 
 
16:00-  Film screening    

 
Title: Philosophical Journeys: DRC. 
Language: French/English subtitles. 
Venue:  Akademické konferenční centrum (AKC), 

Husova 4a, 110 00 Praha 1. 

   
  

 

Philosophical Journeys: DRC 

Directed and produced by Anna Sowa and Remi Sowa, Chouette Films 

Philosophical Journeys: DRC opens new channels of African philosophy, pushing us to 

rethink the boundaries and forms of philosophy as such. Next to the academic study of 

philosophical texts, the film brings the realm of lived experience into focus as a central 

source of philosophical insight. Embedded in the day-to-day life of individuals, filled with 

struggles, pressures and injustices of current environmental and ethical crises, is the 

philosophical notion of astonishment: the questioning of what is going on behind 

appearances. The film calls for the inclusion of African languages and a variety of textual 

genres, including poetry, novels, oral literature, theatre, and digital genres, into 

philosophical studies. Our guide through this philosophical landscape will be Albert 

Kasanda, a Congolese scholar based at the Institute of Philosophy of the Czech Academy 

of Sciences. He will invite us to go beyond conventional discourses on African philosophy 

and begin to see the diversity and depth of philosophical thought across the continent, 

with a particular focus on the Democratic Republic of Congo.  

Philosophical Journeys: DRC is a short documentary film emerging from the 

research project Philosophy and Genre: Creating a Textual Basis for African 

Philosophy, led by Alena Rettová, University of Bayreuth. The film has been made 

thanks to the funding from the European Research Council, grant agreement ID: 

818343.  
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