Performing for Others
Language, Power and Agency in a Global Cultural Context
Workshop with Prof. Dr. Mechthild Nagel, State University of New York, Cortland, USA
Organized by Alice Koubová, Department of Contemporary Continental Philosophy, Institue of
Philosophy in cooperation with the Academy of Performing Arts, Prague
Date: 16.2. 2018, 9:00 – 16:00
Venue: Board/seminar room, Institute of Philosophy, Academy of Sciences, Jilská 1, Praha 1
This workshop offers to conceive of art in its socio-political and intercultural aspects. What are
the opportunities and pitfalls of intercultural communication in art in a global context? Are the
voices and performances from the actors of different cultures heart and perceived equally?
Who is easier to be socially seen and who is rather invisible? What is the difference between
theatre actors and actors in social performances?
We will review social and linguistic interactions between Global North actors who represent
International NGOs and their counterparts, actors from the Global South and open up to
various relevant questions in this context.
Methodologically, the workshop will use texts from critical social theory, feminist critical race
theory, but also films and social media to understand the transactional nature of intercultural
communication strategies. Furthermore, we’ll tackle the problem of discourse that is based on
the idea of “development” and the ideology of “aid”.
According to the preferences of the participants, we will open some of the following themes
during the workshop:
1. Who is entitled to speak for whom? (Linda Martin Alcoff, “The Problem of Speaking for
Others”)
2. Human Rights and Moral Outrage—The Role of NGOs on women’s sexuality and health (M.
Nagel, “Trafficking with Abolitionism”)
3. The West and the rest (Mohanty, “Under Western Eyes”)
4. Providing performative contexts of the complex issue of epistemic injustice
5. African activists resist colonial gaze on the issue of FC
(http://www.thepatrioticvanguard.com/statement-by-african-women-are-free-to-chooseawa-fc-washington-dc-usa
6. Ludic resistance: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oJLqyuxm96k
7. FEMEN performance ethics
8. Hip-Hop justice, speaking back to police brutality
For further information, please contact Alice Koubová
723315430, alicekoubova@seznam.cz.

