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We would like to invite you
to a launch of the book

REASSEMBLING
THE REPUBLIC OF LETTERS
IN THE DIGITAL AGE

17 October 2019, 2.00 pm
Institute of Philosophy. Czech Academy of Sciences
Meeting room, 1st floor

The book will be introduced by one of the editors and co-authors
Prof. Howard Hotson (University of Oxford)

This book addresses a fascinating topic crucial in current discussions about intellectual
history and digital humanities. Between 1500 and 1800, the rapid evolution of postal
communication allowed ordinary men and women to scatter letters across Europe like
never before. This exchange helped knit together what contemporaries called the
‘respublica litteraria’, a knowledge-based civil society, crucial to that era’s intellectual
breakthroughs, formative of many modern values and institutions, and a potential
cornerstone of a transnational level of European identity. Ironically, the exchange of letters
which created this community also dispersed the documentation required to study it,
posing enormous difficulties for historians of the subject ever since. To reassemble that
scattered material and chart the history of that imagined community, we need a revolution
in digital communications. Between 2014 and 2018, an EU networking grant assembled an
interdisciplinary community of over 200 experts (researchers, librarians, archivists, IT
specialists and digital designers) from 33 different countries and many different fields for
four years of structured discussion. The aim was to envisage transnational digital
infrastructure for facilitating the radically multilateral collaboration needed to reassemble
this scattered documentation and to support a new generation of scholarly work and
public dissemination. The framework emerging from those discussions — potentially
applicable also to other forms of intellectual, cultural and economic exchange in other
periods and regions — is documented in this book. It is accesible online on
https://www.univerlag.uni-goettingen.de/handle/3/isbn-978-3-86395-403-1



https://www.univerlag.uni-goettingen.de/handle/3/isbn-978-3-86395-403-1

