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The notion of the Anthropocene (broadly understood) suggests that humanity has entered into a 
new historical epoch. This epoch, though, is not the one of realization of freedom, as earlier 
philosophies of history had postulated, but one of a humanmade global ecological emergency. 
From this angle, the presentation will reflect on the question of the direction of history: What 
does it mean to situate our present time in historical perspective? If there has been a direction 
to history, what have been the driving forces? More specifically, have prevailing visions of history, 
such as the expectation of steady progress, contributed to giving history a direction? Is there a 
connection between the realization of freedom and the ecological emergency? And maybe most 
urgently, in what sense do we have to consider the current predicament as irreversible? 
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